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In American street-racing, which has burned rubber since the
1950s, the innocuous name ‘Sleeper’ is actually a badge of honor.
It refers to any car that might on the exterior look simple or even
a little plain, but in fact houses a motor capable of eviscerating
tires with insane levels of horse power. The ultimate Sleeper was
created by the Chevrolet Company in 196%. The Chevy Camaro
ZL1 was a normal-locking car from the outside, but howling
under the hood like a Hun army amped on Red Bull was a 427
cubic inch all aluminum racing motor that was, for horse-power
junkies, the closest approximation to heaven on earth.

Similarly in the watch world, we've noticed a trend towards
Sleeper watches... timepieces that are at first glance simple
but in fact are nothing but. In our first of Ultimate Sleepers,
REVOLUTI*N has nominated independent German watchmaker
Volker Vyskocil's V-30/45-01-A. So just what are the hidden
features that blaze away inside the Zen-like tranquility of this
watch's exterior? Let's take a look....

Unparalleled Precision In Time Setting

The V-30/45-01-A is capable of being set with the most
precision when slaving it to a time source such as a nuclear
clock. While watches from A. Lange and Sohne, Glashutte
Original and now Panerai have movements with zero reset
functions — where the seconds hand automatically leaps to
zero when you pull the crown out to set the watch — Vyskocil's
watch takes another path.

The minute and seconds hands are permanently locked
together using a special ratchet mechanism that fixes the
seconds hand to the minute hand. Conversely, in most watches
the seconds and minute are detached when setting the time and
reattached using a frictional coupling device. The shortcoming
with this is that the second and minute hands are synchronized
based on your eye’s ability to determine that they are in the right
positions corresponding to one another.

In Vyskocil's watch the seconds and minutes are always in
the correct position related to one another. When the seconds
hand reads “30” seconds, the minute hand will be precisely 1/2
of the way between minute indices. So how do you set time on

Wyskocil's high performance timepiece?

Position 1 - The crown is in its normal position and can be used

to wind the watch to its 40 hour power reserve,

Position 2 - The crown is pulled to its first detent and is used to
set the hour. The hours can be set only to full hours for added

precision.
Position 3 - Pull the crown to its next detent and you can set
the hours and minutes, the seconds will continue to run and the

minute hand will lock to align with the seconds hand.

Position 4 - Pull the crown out and the massive balance of

Note that this prototype expressing
Volker's new style does not have the
‘H", "M’ and 'S’ indices for the gear
selection applied yet.

Inside this charmingly discreet
watch is a powerhouse of
technical innovation.










